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“MORE IMPORTANT THAN JIHAD OF THE
SWORD": THE ISLAMIC STATE'S MEDIA
STRATEGY AND THE YAZIDI GENOCIDE

MICHAEL PETROU

[t was 2005 and, as insurgency and civil war burned through Iraq, Ayman al-
Zawahiri, the drab and uncharismatic deputy to al-Qaeda leader Osama bin
Laden, wrote to an upstart jihadist colleague in Iraq. The letter’s recipient was
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, leader of an insurgent group that the previous year had
pledged loyalty to bin Laden and joined al-Qaeda. Zarqawi’s outfit, Jama'at
al-Tawhid wal-Jihad, commonly known as al-Qaeda in Iraq and eventually
renamed the Islamic State of Irag, was responsible for spectacular terror
attacks throughout the country against government soldiers, Shia mosques,
American and other international troops and the United Nations. It captured

and murdered Western hostages, frequently filming their beheadings.

Zarqawi, 5 one-time drug dealer and high-school dropout from Jordan,
*0metimes carried out the beheadings himself. He was fast bccor.mng the
MOst notorious face of the insurgency in Irag, and of gl‘)bal ISlm;:_St tc:;)r
"ore broadly. Despite Zarqawi's oath of loyalty to .bm Ladc:n:j lz: gl'mmi’
¥as somewhat autonomous and seemed to be eclipsing AR SRR

e
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